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a lfted up mine hand unto the ſeed of che 
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-- But there ES 1 peculiar | 
__ Jews, in which the Egyptians had no con · 
ciner Mokes was ſent not only: to be their 
deliverer, but alſo to be their lawgtrer. "With 
_ the: Egypridins le had no covenant-to. make, nor 
| new ſtatutes to give: he required of Pharaoh to 
let the children of Iſrael go, which in juſtice 
and equity he ought to have done, conſidering 
how his country had been faved by one of tha 
family, and how highly he offended: againſt the 
laws, of hoſpitality, by detaining them as flaves, 
who. came into his country upon the hopes 

and promiſe of protection. But the Jews. were 
called: out of. Egypt to: be the peculiar people of 
Gad, and to be pur under a neu covenant. and 
ner laws, under the ion e government of 
God; bleſfings which they had no. right to ex; 
ect, and fon the.accompliſhment of which Mo- 
ſes could give them no aſſurance, but by the evi- 
dence of ſuch. Works as. e proceeded. from 
the hand of God, and proved. the com | 
wi b Moſes. had. to ſpeak in his name.” toni 

The Jewiſh government, being a 8 
leads us t0 zpet à ſerics-of miracles in the ad- 
migiſtrativo by the immediate hand of provis 
Hence; and ſo indeed we find the caſe. to be: 
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 Hrbred by the miracles wrought by Chritt, 

If Moſes had Te ee eee 
buch his will to the people of the Jews, Jeſus 
Bad 4 far more ample commiſſion to publifi-the 


4 Aer the cow didates of Pre 
The fame may be faid with reſpect to any r- 
mer divine revelation ; for to fuppoſe à rebels 
tion to come from God; and to be fully eſtubliſſ- 
ed by e and that Wer rechten 
reader the former void, would-be fringes e 
Ak gn miracle, and deſtroy che author 

and therefore;' admitting the Moe 
5 and the Chriſtian to be both of doing 
original, "they muſt neceſhru be corifiſtent; and 


and ultimate views of Providence. This vi- 
dently wus the caſe of Moſes, who came to pre« 
pare the 1 for the full and perfect declarutiom 
Fre law : dd to this purpoſe are 
che words of our blaſſed Sawour, Think not 
wn to: deſtroy the law or the pro · 
1 Jam not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil, 
4 Por very 1 ſay. unto you, Till heaven and 
earth one jot or one tintle ſhall in no wiſe 
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edrthinlow e edel, Berl net reſt che 
authority upon ont or LGingle: miracles, but 
upon! a long ſeries of miracles -exhibited % m 
day to day for years And, if mirades. 
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5 20d the will of niracles vrought wi hou 

being eee et men any. declaration of; God's: 
will in which wr have any concern, e very im- 
proper inſtances to be ſet up in oppoſition to 
thoſe: of Moſes and Chriſt. upon which the hap- 
pineſs of mankind depends im this life, and that 
which is to come. This confideratiom gives 
weight and authority to che miracles of the go- 


ſpel: for it was a defign-wotthy, of God tb re- 


| . mankind to that happineſs hich they had 
forfeited; and it was a work in every view of 
equal digniey and benevolence with the creation; 
for if God is adorable in the Work of the rea- 

tion he is equually ſo in che work of redemption; 


and there is at eee ese ref ph. e 
, e ane er 


Adelibuatobules enen brouglit into 
this queftion; which were done upon triſling oc. 
_caſfions; unworthy: of che interpDſition of God? 
Look into dene ee k- :oracles ; fee to hat j 
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kf the character of God a King of 
Hrael; for, here the government itſelf was di- 
vine, no wonder to ſee the meafures of the go- 
vernment to be of the ſame kind. And this cha- 


| reaſon why ſack miracles were frequent under 
de Jewiſh law, and W . o be met 
3 with under the goſpel... - VV 
I | Secondly, Lam to ceonüder what bart ot orks 


apy.one who- pretends. to prophecy or inſpiration, 


is, that he has contrived che whole matter him; 
Fe: for we have ſeen many viſions and inſpira- 
© tions impoſed on the vulgar by men of very bad 
heads: or: very; bad „And therefore the 
firſt enquiry: is, Whether the miracles might not 


1 And Mall I undertake to prove, that i it en- 
'  cecds the power. of man to raiſe the dead to life, 
dsc give ſight to the blind, and to cure all diſeaſes 
1 word of his mouth? No: never was any | 
mpt fer up. But perhaps no ſuch mira- 
5 were ever really done, and the people were de · 
ceived by falſe appearances. As for inſtance ; 

When the man born blind was reſtored to fight, 
be did not indeed recover his eyes, but all the reſt 
of the peaple loſt-theirs ;- which I think would be 
ce greater miracle of che two: for it is as caſy 
49: believe chat the word of Chriſt fhould make 
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ceed from God, berauſe they could not be 
a do ee noe Oh. 2 4 5 ; 

be miracles of he . Hugh: AR 5 
ag neither human wiſdom or. power can perform, 
force us to hape recourſe to a ſuperior inviſible 
cauſe. But ſtill you will ſay, Can the wit of 
man diſcover all the different orders of beings 
between himſelf and his Creator, their 0 


and properties, ſo as with ſecurity to afirm, that 


no being but the All-wiſe and All- mighiy Gd 


could perform. theſe wonderful things; eſpecial- 


yy conſidering chat no effecis, neither the-miracles 


of the goſpel, nor the works of nature, can prove 
directly an infinite power or wiſdom? For Who 
will be bold to ſay, that the xiſdom and power 
of God were exhauſted . in the viſible works of 

the creation, ſo that there is nothing either wiſer 
or greater that infinite Wan and Pore 2 i 
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| will ſtand-: .therworks of nature — 


of an all- powerful cauſe; er ap- 


prove in courſe of argument 4.1 


| hogs which firſt. cauſe — — no- 


thing is or can;pofiibly be- done, Mat die power 


f the firſt; DULL > goth, nd ther: fare; 
"the works of the creation muſt þ td 
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| is not introduce Dee ne de cr 
God; that che miracles of our Saviour were not 
| wrought to that purpoſe ; but, ſuppoſing the be- 
8 ing of a God, to A 1 God the author of the 

: and then jt mul t be allowed, that, if 
zuments to prove God the 


| prove? ag being of a God, Al who believe che be- 
-qually ' obliged to cm the 
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. and moſt natural notion of God is, 
Chat he is the Wer the world, and all things 
1 This was the notjon the Jews had of 
God; and, N Wer diſtinguiſhed the true 
1 8 then gods, they defined him 


Slee 1 them, — webe of nature: | 
for there you will find, that the Author of the 
Chriſtian miracles is the Maker of mankind ; for 
vy him men were made; chat is, dead bodies were 
made into living men: for to raiſe a dead man, 
and to make à new man, are much the ſame 

ching. Any matter may be formed even by hu - 
mans art into — — but it is add. 
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de bund he gave fight to the deaf hearing, tc 
the lame and ſick ſtrength and ſoundneſs, to de- 
maniacs and lunatics he gave reafon and a right 
mind. Or, if you chufe rather to look into the 
material world for the proof of a God; if yow 
think the beauty, order, and regularity of the 
world ſpeak God to be beth author and gover- 
nor of nature; ſearch the goſpel, and you wilb 
find the miracles of Chriſt. derive themſelves 
from the Governor of the world, and ſpeak the 


Game language with the works of nature: for 


et his word the ftormy winds were laid; the ſea 
obeyed his voice: when be ſuffered, ail Names 
trembled; the earth ſhook, the veil of the 2 
temple was rent, the ſurr and moon were darken- 
ed: which drew from the centurion attending 
at his execution the confeſſion, Truly this. was 
1 of Cud. If you appeal to the natural ſenſe 
and notions of mankind for the idea of the trus 
God, and thence collect his eſſæntial attributes, 
juſtice, righteouſneſs, holineſs and goodneſs; let 
the voice of nature be ſtill; and the goſpel ſhall 
Heak more phinby; Raſt Ss 3 _ 


3 meren Which is by Chrith 
Jeſus, "Fake: what way vou will to prove the 
being or the attributes of God, and in the ſamæ 


God of the world, chat isg the only true God. 

to be the author of Chriſhianify; which all who 

believe the being of a God are bœumd to athnir 

for a proof of the truth of Chriſtianiy: for 

Ether the. works of 2 are not a 300d, prook 
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power; muſt be eee God the Au- 
chor; of the goſpel. And when our Saviour ſty- 
led the wondlers that he performed; the works: 
that the Father. had\given Anta nue, he plan- 
ly appealed to the power of tlie Creator as ma- 
uifeſted in che works that bore witneſs to him : 
for, F any one elſe could have done the ſame: 
works, there would have been no reaſon for- 
calling them the works of the Father, nor would 
mere have been a room for: the inference 
Aer our Saviour: draws from it, the Father 
himſelf, rwhich hath ent nie,” We. Seats e . 
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| aceafioni, wn Rich it may 5 berjroper' to > give an 
anſwer: that is, How we know that theſe” mi- 
raeles did not proceed from an evil power, ſince 
ve have inſtances; as ſome think, of miracles 16. 
wrought? The anſwer is, We knew this the 
"han Mo Ade any man knows: the works of na<- 
e ced from a goed Being: For how dd 

vou kao ar the Creator of the world was 4. 

_ good being # If you anſwer, that the Maker of 

_ mankind; the Author of nature, muſt of neceſt 
fity be a good and holy Being, becauſe he has. 
voven into the nature of man the love of virtue 
and hatred of vice, and given him diſtinct no- 


tions of goo an by which reaſon uner- 


ades the Author of this nature and. 
| les-to be Mnſelf — and os 
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= -- virtue; and hatred of vice,” is as inſepd- | 
„ r goſpel of Chriſt, as from the rea» 

| fon of man; and the goſpel of Chriſt more di- 
ſtinctiy teaches us to know and acknowledge the 
| holineſs-and-+goodneſs:.of God, than reaſon, or 
the works of nature can do: and / therefore tlioſe 
who acknowledge the Author of nature to be 4 
good being, here much · more reaſon tolachno -. 
ledge the Author of the Chriſtian miracles to be 
a good being. Vat chen we: are toldꝭthis is argu- 

1 doctrines firſt by mia 
racles; and then ee en i by the doc 
miines. But this is a great mistake, andöit Iyes ind 
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religion. God has placed before us life and 
death, things preſent and things to come. If 
things temporal have this advantage, that they 
are ſeen; yet the things which are not ſeen have 
this prerogative to balance that advantage, that 
| they are eternal. The truth of theſe things is. 
founded boch on reaſon/and on the teſtimony of. 
God. If we receive his teſtimony, it is well; 
but if we intereſt our hearts in the cauſe, and 
act as men reſolved to ſecure to themſelves theſe 
bleſſed hopes, then is our faith made perfect. 
And fince this depen vpon the due regulation 
of our deſires, which are ſubject to the will and 
judgment of man, it is plain that the true Chri- 
tian faith is an internal principle, a religious 
habit and diſpoſition of ſoul, which, like other 
good habits, depends upon the care we take to 
_ preſerve the innocence and 
and minds. And this ſufficiently ſhews the rea- 
ſonableneſs and the ſenſe of the apoſtles enhor- 
tation in the text, © Take heed, left there be in 
, any of you an of unbelief in departs | 
* ing from the living Ged. 
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